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Hauxley Parish Council
Meeting Monday 23rd March 2026
The monthly Parish Council meeting was held this evening at 6.30pm at Hauxley Village Hall.

Present: -Cllrs Appleby (WA), Callender (RC), Wyatt (EW)
In Attendance: - Parish Clerk (JH) & 1 member of the public
 
	
	Bi-monthly Parish Council Draft Meeting Minutes
	Action

	
A.





	Public Questions:
Mr J. Pringle again raised a concern regarding the condition of the drainage pipe leading onto the beach at Low Hauxley. Northumbrian Water (NW) visited the site to place a blue dye through the pipe, however nothing ran onto the beach. A camera was then inserted and it was clear there was a blockage along the pipe. No further action was taken by NW during that visit.
The original reason for the drainage pipe was to take water from the road, which currently keeps flooding. Mr J. Pringle is concerned that when the flood water drains away it is damaging the local infrastructure.
JH will contact NW and NCC to ask about the actions to be taken to unblock the drainage pipe 
	










JH

	
	Agenda
	

	1.

2.
	Apologies: - Cllrs Rutley (DR), Golding (SG) & Busby (JB)
Cllr Wyatt chaired the meeting.
Declaration of Interest: - no declarations of interest
	




	3.
	Minutes: 23rd March 2026 minutes were agreed as a true record. EW to sign and date the minutes.
	EW

	4.
a)




b)









C)

d)


e)











	Matters Arising from Previous Minutes
Parish Boundaries and Land ownership
Cllr Golding has been reviewing the Parish boundaries and undertaking some land searches.
The PC has agreed to commission external support, to review the PC’s asset register. This is an ongoing action. 
Transition to GOV.uk domain
All Parish Councillors are now in receipt of their new gov.uk email addresses. As of the 1st April 2026, all emails from the Parish Council will be from  Gov.uk email accounts. The Parish Clerks email address is clerk@hauxley-pc.gov.uk.
NALC will close the current Parish Council website on the 31st March 2026. The new Parish Council website can be viewed at https://hauxley-pc.gov.uk/. This website will need to be populated with new and updated information over the next few months, including the new Parish Logo. 
Grants & Donations Policy - This was discussed and adopted, with a review to take place in 12 months’ time. 
The Asset Register - the Asset Register had previously been circulated to all Parish Councillors. This had been updated following the recent improvement work across the Parish. The information was agreed. 
Annual Parish Council meeting
The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Monday 11th May at 6.30pm in the Village Hall, where Parish Councillors will share an overview of the work carried out across Hauxley over the past year. The Chair will provide her annual report 2025-26 and take questions from the public. The meeting will be publicised through the Parish Council’s website, The next Edition of the Ambler and the Parish Facebook page.
Following the Annual Parish meeting, the Annual Parish Council and Bi-Monthly Parish Council Meeting will take place. 
	

All




All



All






All

	5.
 
	Parish Maintenance & Enhancement
a) Hauxley Parish Council has submitted information to be included in the Amble Town of Culture bid (TOC) 2028. The TOC is now drafted and SG has reviewed and commented on Amble's bid, which needs to be submitted by the end of March 2026 to the Department of Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS). A longlist & short-listing process follows, before the final announcement in early 2027. 
The TOC bid has created a strong partnership, between Amble Council and neighbouring Parishes. Future collaborative projects will be named the Coquet Cultural Partnership.
b) Parish Projects- numerous projects across the Parish have been completed. This includes: _
* Kirkwell fencing installed,
*High & Low Hauxley new benches are in positioned,
*Low Hauxley chalet fencing has been replaced by the owners,
*Bus shelters are being upgraded with the installation of a Community Library store and NWT information boards and Hauxley Village maps ready to be positioned in the shelters.
Biodiversity projects have included: -
* the installation of bird boxes, constructed by a resident, 
*120 free NCC trees planted across the villages,  
*Wildflower seed has been spread in several locations across the villages,  
*Bee boxes are to be installed.
c) Communications with various stakeholders are underway, with a view to seek funding, improve the cycling infrastructure, develop Dark Sky projects and Birdwatching activities.
	

All









	6.
	Planning applications
a)26/00585/ADE Silver Carrs Caravan Park, Low Hauxley - The PC objected to this retrospective planning application. The signage conflicts with Policies H3, H4 & H5 of Hauxley’s Neighbourhood Plan and the Hauxley Design code. The signs are inappropriately located and their size, scale and design are out of keeping with the local character. 
b)26/00741/FUL Change of use of land to holiday park - The PC objected to this application, on the grounds that it would cause both direct and indirect adverse effects on the local area and conflicts with key policies within the adjoining Hauxley Neighbourhood Plan.
c)Low Hauxley allotment gardens - NCC’s Enforcement Officer has visited the area to review the large building being erected in the allotment garden owned by Number 21 The Village, Low Hauxley. The officer is currently in correspondence with the owner. 
	 SG/EW
All













	7.
a)
	Anti -Social Behaviour
An event to meet Hauxley’s Community Police Officer - Cuppa with a Copper was held on Saturday 31st January 2026, at 10.30am in Hauxley Village Hall, Low Hauxley. It was a drop-in session, with a few residents attending and raising concerns. Cllr Arty Hume was also present to answer questions.
It was agreed to hold a similar event twice a year with the next one scheduled for a Saturday in October. The Police will be asked to speak at the start and share several good news stories regarding their work in the area.
	
All




	8


	Correspondence Received
a) NCC 2026-27 Precept- change to final tax base 
b) NCC Public Spaces protection Order for the control of dogs 
c) NCC’s spring conference - 5th March 
d) Amble Town of Culture Bid 
e) Thriving Together Newsletter - February 2026 
f) NCC Libraries Consultation 2026 - ends 13th April 
g) NCC North Northumberland Community Partnership - 26th Feb 2026 h) Mr Errington - anti-social behaviour
i) Healthwatch Northumberland, March 2026 
j) North East War Memorials Project 
k) Amble Men’s Shed Grant application - The Parish Councillors thanked the group for their application. It was decided not to commit funds at the end of this financial year, but to consider the request once the budget for the next financial year 2026-27 was agreed. 
	
All


	
	Parish Financial Matters
a) Bird Boxes- £28.31 
b) Cuppa with a Copper - £11.95 
c) Bees - £27.00 
d) Stuart Smith - HPC Maintenance work £4941.06 
e) Parish Online - £300
f) Zurich Insurance - £239.69 
g) Clerk’s salary (Jan & Feb) - 166.36 & £205.00 
h) Payroll Solutions (Jan & Feb) - £25.20 & £69.00 
i) HMRC -(Jan & Feb) - £38.60 & £48.20 
j) Defibrillator Supplies -£74.34 
k) Land Registry - £42.00
l) Bus shelter/Library cupboard fixings - £10.93
m) Grass maintenance contract - £687.82 It was agreed to continue with the current arrangements for NCC to cut the grass in Low Hauxley. The PC do not wish the verges to be sprayed across the whole of the Parish. SG to inform NCC.  

Plus, VAT 126 claim for refund - £955.58
	
All











SG
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a)









b)



c)
	Any Other Business for Discussion:
Dates for Parish Council meetings to March2027
1. Annual Parish meeting, followed by Annual Parish Council meeting & Bi-monthly meeting - Monday 11th May 2026
2. Parish Council meetings -
              27th July 2026
              7th September 2026
              16th November 2026
              11th January 2027
              15th March 2027
All the meetings will start at 6.30pm.
The meeting considered the possibility of holding a Parish litter picking event. The Village Hall has litter pickling equipment which they may be loaned for such an event. The dates would need to be confirmed but May and September were suggested.
The white sensors as you enter Acklington/Broomhill were commented on as being suitable gateway signs into Hauxley villages. JH will contact the Parishes and ask about the supplier and cost.
	

All





All


All



JH
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	Next Meeting: 11th May at 6.30pm in Hauxley Village Hall
	

	
	
The meeting concluded at 8.05pm
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